“AND NOW, THE REST OF THE STORY!”

Ministers, nurses, teachers and military veterans - - all responsible members of our society and the communities in which they live - - are illustrative examples of the “typical,” responsible dog breeders who truly care about the health, welfare, nurturing, caring and socialization of their puppies, and their dams and sires.  They truly, truly care.  And yes, many of them do sell their puppies through pet stores.  And these same responsible and compassionate breeders absolutely abhor substandard kennels, and have publicly condemned such substandard kennels for two major reasons.  The first reason is because the heart-wrenching videos and photos of a few, isolated substandard kennels allow overzealous activists to falsely, and sometimes maliciously, distort the caring image of the 99.9% of the thousands of responsible and compassionate breeders who are licensed and inspected by Federal and State Government Inspectors.  The second, and most important, reason that they emphatically abhor substandard kennels is because they truly care about the health and welfare of all dogs and puppies - - not just their own.
One of the primary reasons that responsible breeders care so much about the health and welfare of puppies is because they savor the knowledge that their puppies and dogs bring so much happiness, love and joy to the millions of families who adopt them into their homes.  Those “homes” include nursing homes, homes of children with special needs, homes of our senior citizens who rely upon the companionship of their dogs, homes of disabled veterans, homes for the handicapped, and homes of those who treasure the unfettered love and loyalty of a well-socialized dog.  And those “homes” mirror and illuminate the incredible “Power of Puppy Love!”

There literally are thousands and thousands of untold, heartfelt, touching and moving human interest stories that showcase the generosity and superior level of care provided by responsible breeders.  Those stories are woven into the mosaic testimonials that reflect the overwhelming appreciation expressed by thousands of pet owners who purchased their puppies from pet stores or received a puppy as a result of a generous donation by a caring breeder.  Tragically, not a single one of these “feel good,” human interest stories and experiences has ever been acknowledged by those, including representatives of the Humane Society of the U.S., who have disparaged and falsely distorted the image of all responsible dog breeders.
ILLUSTRATIVE QUOTES AND TESTIMONIALS THAT SHOWCASE THE TRUE SPIRIT AND CARING DEDICATION OF RESPONSIBLE BREEDERS
1. “Your donation of a puppy is beyond belief…. Thank you very much.  Your generosity is overwhelming!!”
2.  “Zeke has successfully completed training and has been placed as a canine assistant.  The gift you have given is an act of unselfishness that is greatly appreciated by CARES, Inc.”
3. “The time has come for your puppy, Montana, to graduate with his/her person.  All the hard work, love, time and generosity have paid off and we want to thank you for this gift….Once again, THANK YOU for all you have done.”
4. “I just wanted to let you know what a wonderful dog you’ve bred….  (He) is 2 ½ years old now and is a certified Therapy Dog.  He has over 400 hours of service and has earned Advanced Degrees in Mental Health and The Elderly.  Currently we are volunteering with our local hospice association.  I wish you could see the happiness around him.  Thank you so much.”
5. “My 90 year old mother loves her to death.  Best thing that happened to mom.”
6.  “This is a picture of my granddaughter with your puppy “Luci” who is a love.  She has been such a help for my granddaughter who is paralyzed as a result of a car accident which killed my daughter.”  (Her Mother.)
7. “I want to thank you for the puppy….  Mathew fell in love with her at first sight.  She took straight to him.  As soon as I put her on his lap she was kissing him all over….  It’s like she knows there is something wrong with Mathew.  I can’t THANK-YOU enough for the smile you have brought to his face. . . . . THANK-YOU so much.”
8. “The girls at the Vet just fell in love with her…. My Mother is in a nursing home and I have taken Muffi with me a couple of times.  The nurses carry her from room to room and you should see the smiles she brings.  Even my Mother pets her and smiles.”

9.  “The day after we got him, we took him to the vet to have him checked out.  She couldn’t believe how well kept he was.  She said he must have come from breeders who really cared about their dogs.”

10.  “We have had a visit to the vet who was very impressed with her.”

11. “The vet thought she was the finest Yorkie he’d seen in a while.”

12. “We took the puppy to our vet today and she received a clean bill of health.  He says she has a wonderful temperament and is a very nice pup.”

13. “We took him to the Vet on Tuesday….  The Vet was so impressed with the records you provided along with the care that was given him before we got him.”
14. “We are IN LOVE with this precious dog….  Her little spirit is so happy and cuddly. . . . THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!”
15. “I know you will be surprised to hear from me and I did some research to find your phone #....  I cannot tell you what a beautiful, intelligent, character she is.  Very easy to train.  I am alone so she goes with me everywhere I go, and everyone just loves her.  Thank you so much.”

16. “I can’t tell you how much we’re enjoying our new addition…. He’s been great with my grandchildren and the seniors at the Center have fallen in love with him.  He makes friends wherever he goes and is most sociable.  Our vet was very impressed with his disposition and personality.”
17. “Enclosed is a photo of Libby.  She would like for you to show it to her Mom & Dad.  She wants you to know that she’s fine, healthy & happy.  I want you to know that she is a joy.”

18. “That … shows me that you certainly care for all of your puppies!”

19. “He has a sweet personality and is gentle with children.”

20. “I just wanted to send a quick note saying THANK YOU SO MUCH for the adorable puppy! . . . he is doing absolutely wonderful. . ..  I am so happy we found him and he made his way to us in Massachusetts!....  It is refreshing to know you can blindly trust someone and have a positive experience rather than the negative ones that we all too often hear/read about day to day….  THANKS….  WCVB-TV”
************************************************
FACT SHEET
1. Responsible State and Federally licensed breeders come from all walks of life, and there is no stereotyped image of a breeder.  For example, a significant number of them are teachers, military veterans, ministers and nurses - - all who have demonstrated by their actions that they understand the importance of caring enough for others  to do their very best in all that they do.  

2. All Federal and State licensed breeders receive “no notice” inspections by Government Inspectors and are held to Federal and State Regulatory Standards that are more detailed, exacting and stringent than the Federal and State Standards for Nursing Homes which house our Loved Ones.  For, example, there is no room temperature standard for Nursing Homes, but there is a temperature standard for kennels.  This is but one of many examples of why there is no need for more breeder laws and regulations. 
3. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has published a booklet that contains the exacting standards set out for breeders in the Animal Welfare Act and its implementing regulation.  In contrast, there is no such booklet for nursing home standards, which suggests that those calling for new laws and regulations for breeders care more for dogs than loved ones in nursing homes.   Nevertheless, it is important for all responsible breeders to comply with the standards that are set out in a Federal Publication that is so detailed that it takes more than 80,000 words to list the stringent standards.  The “Untold Story” is that all but a very few, non-compliant breeders, are in compliance with those 80,000+ words.  Furthermore, those few substandard kennels that have been used for what amounts to a malicious “smear campaign” are shut down by Federal and State Regulators.  That is why there is no need for new laws or regulations for breeders.  They already exist.

4. In an E-Mail response dated November 16, 2009, Mr. Wayne Pacelle, the President and CEO of the Humane Society of the U.S (HSUS), described all responsible breeders as “p - - - - millers,” and all family farmers as “factory farmers.”  In this same E-Mail, he expressed frustration that representations have been made that the HSUS only spends 3.67% of its revenue on animal care.  However, he has never responded to the follow-up request for him to tell the public what the actual percent is.  His silence and the fact that the HSUS has never cited an actual percent of its annual revenue that goes towards animal care beg the following questions:  If the HSUS professes to do so much for animal care, why won’t it tell the American Public how many dollars and what percent of its annual revenue goes directly towards animal care?   Since the HSUS enjoys tax-exempt, public charity status, it should be totally transparent in all that it does and says that it does.  Shouldn’t it?????
5. Based on Tax Returns filed by the Humane Society of the U.S. (HSUS), more than Half of a Billion Dollars ($500 Million) in revenue was received by the HSUS during the last five years.   However, there is no explicit dollar amount cited by the HSUS as how much of this revenue was used for animal care.  For example, the 2008 HSUS Tax Return lists over $4 Million dollars for “Lobbying,” but does not list how much it spent on direct animal care.   Why won’t the HSUS tell the American Public how many dollars it directly spends on animal care and animal shelters?
6. In contrast to the Humane Society of the U.S (HSUS), which pays no taxes on its revenue, all Federally licensed breeders must report their income to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and to the IRS, and they pay State and Federal taxes on their net income.

7. The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) the HSUS declared on its Tax Returns for 2005-2007 that none of its “volunteers” or “paid management and staff” lobbied during those years.  However, documents that are now in the possession of the IRS Tax Fraud Office, including extracts from the HSUS Tax Returns for 2005-2007, reveal more than 1,000 distinctly different lobbying activities that HSUS claims credit for or claims it was a party to during those three years.   If the HSUS has not been totally candid with the IRS, should you believe everything that its volunteers and paid Management and Staff, including its Senior Leaders, are saying about breeders?
8. The IRS Regulations provide that if a tax-exempt, public charity engages in “too much lobbying,” it could lose its tax exempt, public charity status, and be required to pay back taxes, penalties and interest.   Did you know that more than 3,500 concerned citizens from all 50 States have written to the IRS Tax Fraud Office and requested that the IRS audit and investigate the alleged excessive and under-reported lobbying activities of the Humane Society of the U.S. (HSUS)?   Additionally, several Members of Congress have also forwarded the concerns of their voting constituents to the IRS.   If the allegations about the excessive and under-reported lobbying activities of the HSUS are true, what does it say about the credibility of the HSUS and the allegations that it makes about responsible, tax paying breeders?
