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A Non-partisan, Volunteer Effort to Inform The Woting Public and Their Rapressmativss in Govermnment

Honorable Thomas J. Rooney, Chairman
House Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry
Washington, DC 20515

Re: OPPOSITION TO HR 835 Puppy Uniform Protection and Safety Act (PUPS)
Dear Chairman Rooney:

The undersigned organizations oppose HR 835/S 707 Puppy Uniform Protection and
Safety Act (PUPS).

PUPS amends the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) to reverse a long-standing, court tested
basis for commercial pet business licensing and regulation. Bill proponents state their
legislation “closes a loophole” in federal law although the AWA was never intended to
apply to in-home breeders selling at retail.

Without precedent, PUPS invades the privacy of American homes and sets
questionable standards for pet care, sanitation, handling, exercise, and housing.

As written, PUPS will negatively impact many private breeders who cannot comply
with commercial standards in a residential setting or who refuse to have their rights to
privacy in their homes and financial documents invaded by federal inspectors. PUPS
new licensing criteria will even impact the dog rescue community by forcing them to
redesign facilities in order to meet federal requirements. Through enforcement of
these unrealistic commercial standards on the residential hobby breeder or pet rescue
organization, PUPS would reduce the ability of the American public to obtain healthy
privately bred or rescue dogs of their choosing.

There is no substantive evidence to prove that expansion of the existing AWA to cover
an entirely new sector of small private entities will raise animal welfare to a higher
level than properly enforcing current regulations and licensing those kennels operating
commercially without USDA licensure. A better plan would be to improve USDA's
enforcement ability and ensure that commercial kennels are properly licensed.

Expansion of regulatory responsibilities into the private sector, including shelters and
rescue, will most certainly require exponential increases in APHIS staff and funding.
Expansion of this magnitude is not only impractical but irresponsible and is not an
efficient use of limited departmental resources.

We urge you to reject this legislation.
Respectfully,
!

Susan Wolf, President
Sportsmen’s & Animal Owners’ Voting Alliance

cc: Senator Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman Senate Committee on Agriculture Nutrition & Forestry
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Kaye Stevenson, Secretary
Alabama Canine Coalition
205 Donna Drive
Montgomery, Alabama. 36108

Péggy Richter(Vice President

American Herding Breed Association
1218 Moonwind St
Inyokern, CA 93527

California Federation of Dog Clubs

P.O. Box 2341

Lancaster, CA 93539
www.cfodconline.org

Contact: GeneveCoats@cfodconline.org

Stormy Hope, Vice President

California Responsible Pet Owners' Coalition
11301 W. Olympic Blvd. #121-596

Los Angeles, CA 90064

email: stormy435@gmail.com

Mahlon Goer

Dog Federation of New York
P O Box 741

Rhinebeck, NY 12572
dogfedny@aol.com

Tom Lundberg, Vice President

Endangered Breeds Association

8311 Eastpoint Dr., Suite 800

Dallas, TX 75227
http://www.endangeredbreedsassociation.org/

Jay Kitchener, Legislative Liaison
Federation of Maine Dog Clubs, Inc,
PO Box 78

Ogunquit, ME 03907

207-646-8121

Sue Wallis, Co-chair
International Equine Business Association
Recluse WY

Tom Lundberg, President

Lone Star State American Pit Bull Terrier
Club

P.O. Box 152905

Arlington, TX 76015
http://lsspbc.com/blog/

Director of Legislative Affairs
Dr. Al W. Stinson, DVM
1915 Epley Road
Williamston, M| 48895
Email: Isfc2@aol.com

Tel: 517-655-5363

Fax: 517-655-3724

Elaine Hanson, Convenor

Minnesota Cat & Dog Council (MCDC)
PO Box 23383

Richfield MN 55423-3383
elainehanson@hotmail.com
612-824-0412

Linda Chance, Legislative Chair
Mississippi Canine Coalition, Inc.
P. O. Box 1946

Purvis, MS 39475
lindachance@mississippi-canine-

coalition.org
800-485-0981

Natalie Rowntree, Board Member
North Carolina Responsible Animal
Owners Alliance

PO Box 455

Stem, NC 27581
ncraoa@yahoo.com

Mary Beth Duerler, Executive Director
Responsible Pet Owners Alliance
RPOA Texas Outreach

900 NE Loop 410 #311-D

San Antonio, TX 78209

rpoa@texas.net
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Dennis Green, Secretary
Susquehanna Brittany Club
315 Stoner Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
d124@zoominternet.net

Sherry Gibson, President
Tennessee Federation of Dog Clubs
tennesseefederation@yahoo.com

Debbie Hill, Secretary

Tullahoma Kennel Club of Tennessee
Shelbyville, TN
www.tullahomakennelclub.org
dhillo4@united.net

Dave Duquette, President
United Horsemen

PO Box 454

Hermiston OR 97838

Sara Chisnell-Voigt

Legal Counsel

UNITED KENNEL CLUB, INC.
100 E Kilgore Rd

Kalamazoo MI 49002-5584
www.ukcdogs.com

Robert Kane

Virginia Hunting Dog Association
Brightwood, Virginia 22715
vhdoa@comcast.net



